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TAFCC CONFERENCE
The Texas Association for Family Child Care will hold its Annual Education Conference on April 28, 29 & 30.  The conference will cost $95 plus a $25 dollar membership fee if you are not a member 

of TAFCC.  The conference is available to all licensed and registered 071-0056 homes, and your registration should be postmarked by April 7th.  The conference will provide many hours of education and is located at the Red Lion Hotel at 6121 I-35 @ Hwy 290 East in Austin, Tx.  Please visit the TAFCC website for registration or more information at www.tafcc.org.  You can also call Frances Mitchell at 512-331-4002 or e-mail her at fmitchell45@yahoo.com
“I SPY”

Diana Rubio from Goliad has a great way to keep her kids entertained.  She gets a clean 2 or 3 liter bottle of soda and fills it with bird seed and other small toys such as toy cars, army men, plastic bugs.  You can even have parents bring toys from home.  Close the bottle, shake everything up inside and make sure it is well sealed up with tape.  You want to make sure the kids can’t get it open.  Either give them a list of things to find or let them find as many things as they can.  This will be an inexpensive project, and will keep the children busy for a long time.
PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT

Lisa Weidknecht of Pflugerville and Linda Hanson of Santa Fe are well deserving of special recognition this month.  Lisa runs a very organized day care.  She keeps a website updated with the children’s meal.  She also puts a lot of planning into their activities.  Lisa has been extra busy with planning the TAFCC Conference.  This conference will be very beneficial to providers.  Linda puts lots of extra effort into making sure she turns in a neat claim each month and is cautious to not get any disallowances.  Great job ladies, keep up all the hard work!
MYSTERY PROVIDER

Each month one of our day care providers wins a fun children’s book.  A provider’s  program ID number is hidden somewhere in this newsletter, find your complete seven-digit number hidden in the text of the newsletter and call the office or e-mail megan@swhuman.org to claim your prize.  Read the entire newsletter to find the winning number!!
POLICY UPDATE
The State of Texas Special Nutrition Programs has issued a policy stating that sponsors must contact household contacts provided to verify attendance when unusual participation or claiming patterns are detected.  A household contact or parent might be contacted if a provider claims meals at maximum capacity every day except the day of the monitor review.  A parent might also be contacted if a complaint is received about false claiming.  Hopefully this will help explain to parents why they are being contacted if they are to ask.  We are simply implementing the policy set by the Special Nutrition Program.  Thank you for your help with this, and contact us with any questions.
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Our newsletter gives you the opportunity to obtain 30 minutes of training for Child Care Licensing.  To receive these hours you must:

1.  Read the newsletter

2.  Answer the questions on the post-test

3.  Date and sign the certificate

4.  Keep a copy to document hours.

You do NOT need to send the certificate to Child Care Licensing or to our office.  Please keep it in your files for Licensing when they visit you.

You will also need to attend a nutrition workshop for the current fiscal year by May 2006 to fulfill our training requirements.  Please check the list of upcoming workshops and let your Coordinator know which one you plan to attend.
STAFF

Becky Loyd will no longer be our Coordinator in the Killeen area.  We thank her for all her hard work and wish her the very best for everything in her future.  We are pleased to welcome Veronica White back to the Southwest family.  She worked with us from 1993-1999 and can be reached at 254-690-8107.

(  The Month of May might be Your Last Chance to Attend a Workshop!  Contact Your Coordinator if You Do Not See One Here You Can Attend!  (
(   YOU MUST COMPLETE TRAINING FOR 2006 TO AVOID BECOMING SERIOUSLY DEFICIENT!
WORKSHOPS
April Workshops
Saturday, April 1st
THE COLONY
Making Nutrition Count

9:00-11:00am

Patty Freeman’s House

7012 Galloway

Wende Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Directions: 469-287-2107

Saturday, April 1st
FORT WORTH
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:00am

Barbara Price’s House

2033 N Edgewood Terrace
Barbara Price
Registration: 817-536-4514
Saturday, April 1st
WAKE VILLAGE
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Cynthia Hawkin’s House

506 Red Water Rd.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Directions: 903-832-7588

Saturday, April 1st
GEORGETOWN
It’s Your Business

10:00-11:30am

Susan Brunner’s House

215 Rockcrest Dr.

Sandy Wikelius

Registration: 512-263-4002
Directions: 512-869-2408

*limited to 15 people*

Wednesday, April 12th
PLANO
Guidelines for Selecting Creditable Foods

7:30 – 8:30pm

Jyoti Masand’s House

7205 Regency Court

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398
Monday, April 17th
RICHARDSON
Building For the Future

7:30 – 8:30pm

Chuck’s

Arapaho and Coit
Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398
Saturday, April 22nd
LUBBOCK
Making Nutrition Count

9:30 – 11:30am
Godeke Library
6601 Quaker
Jean Castleberry
Registration: 806-795-9004
*Last Training for 2006*
Saturday, April 29th
ARLINGTON
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:00am

Sue Hjelm’s House
4705 Weyhill
Barbara Price
Registration: 817-536-4514
Saturday, April 29th
SAN ANTONIO

Menu Planning I

1:00 – 3:00pm

Johnston Branch Library

6307 Sun Valley Drive

Patricia Underdahl

Registration: 210-659-0500
Saturday, April 29th
MISSOURI CITY
Nutrition Workshop

9:00 – 11:00am

Missouri City Library

1530 Texas Parkway

Susan Perry

Registration: 713-283-0008

Directions: 281-499-4100
Saturday, April 29th
LAREDO
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:30am

Laredo Public Library

1120 Calton Rd.

Eileen Dodds

Registration: 361-241-4446
Saturday, April 29th
HOUSTON
CACFP Training/ It’s Your Business

10:00 – 12:00noon

Katherine Tyra Library @ Bear Creek

16719 Clay Rd.

Laurie Ramos

Registration: 281-808-1137

Directions: 281-550-0885
May Workshops
Thursday, May 4th
CEDAR CREEK
It’s Your Business

7:00 – 8:30pm
Debbie Wood’s House
173 Mesa Verde Dr.
Sandra Wikelius
Registration: 512-263-4002
Directions: 512-303-9525
*Limited to 15 people*
Saturday, May 6th
PASADENA
Nutrition Workshop

10:00 – 12:00noon
Fairmont Branch Library
4330 Fairmont Parkway
Susan Perry

Registration: 713-283-0008

Directions: 281-998-1095
Saturday, May 6th
BUFFALO
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:30am

Lisa Grant’s House

1312 Lanely Rd.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903561-4341

Directions: 903-322-3700
Saturday, May 6th
OAK CLIFF
Menu Magic

9:00 – 11:00am

Moorland YMCA

907 East Ledbetter

Wende Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Directions: 214-375-2583
Saturday, May 6th
CORPUS CHRISTI
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:30am

Downtown Public Library

805 Comanche

Eileen Dodds

Registration: 361-241-4446
Saturday, May 13th
RICHARDSON
Making Nutrition Count

10:00 – 11:00am

Anita Alexander’s House

2305 Shady Creek

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398

Directions: 972-235-3659
Saturday, May 20th
VICTORIA
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:30am

University of Houston Victoria College Library

2602 Ben Jordan

Eileen Dodds

Registration: 361-241-4446
Saturday, May 20th
TYLER
Nutrition Workshop

9:30 – 11:30am

Debbie Martin’s House

8400 Southland Dr.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341
Saturday, May 20th
FARMERS BRANCH
Cycle Menus

10:00 – 12:00noon

Farmers Branch Mansky Library
13613 Webb Chapel
Wende Pittmon
Registration: 972-243-3237
Directions: 972-247-2511

*Last workshop for the Year!*
Saturday, May 20th
CONROE
CACFP Training / It’s Your Business
9:00 – 11:00am

Montgomery County Library
104 I-45N
Laurie Ramos
Registration: 281-808-1137
Direction: 936-539-7814

Wednesday, May 24th
PLANO
Menu Magic

7:30 – 8:30pm
Abir Kamal’s House
3904 Wheatfield Dr.
Renee Comley
Registration: 972-398-9398
Direction: 972-509-1969
Saturday, May 27th
CLEAR LAKE / NASA
Nutrition Workshop

10:00 – 12:00noon
Freeman Memorial Library
16616 Diana Lane
Susan Perry
Registration: 713-283-0008
Directions: 281-488-1906
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