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BLOCK CLAIMS

Previous self-trainings and newsletters have included information about the federal government’s new policy regarding block claims.  The new policy, effective with the December 2005 claim, requires us to conduct an unannounced monitor visit if a “block claim” is detected. A Block Claim is defined as a claim for the same number of children for the same number of meals for fifteen consecutive days. For the December 2005 claim our office found about 130 Block Claims out of the 1308 provider claims that were submitted.  This means almost 10% of our providers had claims that were block claims.  When the monitor makes an unannounced visit, they will let you know if they are there at your home to validate your block claim. Once a provider has been validated, another unannounced visit does not need to be made for a future block claim for that fiscal year (ending September). If a block claim cannot be validated by the monitor, the provider will be declared seriously deficient and enter into corrective action. 
NEW ENROLLMENT FORMS

You may have noticed when you request enrollment forms from the Austin office, they look a little different.  The new enrollment forms 101-0903 has a section to bubble the meals and snacks that a child normally receives when in care.  Please start using these new forms and throw out the old ones, if you have not done so already.  Call the Austin office if you don’t have the new forms or need more and we will gladly send you some.

FEBRUARY PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT
Southwest Human Development

Services would like to thank Marilyn Robinson of Fort Worth and Angeles Ortiz of Laredo for providing great service in their day care.  Marilyn tries very hard to do a good job on her claims.  She has been on the program less than a year and is always looking for ways to improve.  Angeles Ortiz works hard to provide lots of fresh fruits and vegetables to her day care kids.  She is neat with her records and makes her meals very appealing to the children.  Thank you ladies for doing a great job with your children and your food program!
FISH CAKES

Jaele Shaver of Perryton has suggested an interesting alternative to boring tuna 
sandwiches.  To make about 12 fish cakes you would need:
- 2 cans (6oz.) of either tuna, salmon or crabmeat, drained and flaked

- 1 pkg. (6 oz.) of your favorite stuffing mix
- 1/3 c. Mayonnaise or light Mayo

- You can add any additional finely chopped veggies or fruits you like.
1.  Mix together stuffing mix, mayo, ¾ cup water, fish and your veg. or fruit choice

2.  Cover and refrigerate for 10 minutes

3.  Heat skillet sprayed with cooking spray

4.  Shape mixture into small patties and cook for about 3 minutes on each side or until golden brown.

*Some add-in ideas are:  celery, onion, carrots, peppers, nuts, apples or grapes.
TAX TIME

It is that time of year again for us to start thinking about taxes.  For those homes claiming the IRS standard deduction, here are the applicable meal rates.  Remember that if you are Tier 2 you can deduct the Tier 1 rates for meals as a tax deduction.
The reimbursement rates for January 2005 – July 2005 are as follows:

	Type of Meal Served
	Tier I

	Breakfast
	1.04

	Lunch & Supper
	1.92

	Snack
	.57


The reimbursement rates for August 2005 – November 2005 are as follows:
	Type of Meal Served
	Tier I

	Breakfast
	1.06

	Lunch & Supper
	1.96

	Snack
	.58


The Redleaf National Institute website has great tax information for family child care providers.  A visit to this website is well worth your time, you can find all the information you need to do your taxes.  The website is www.redleafinstitute.org 
If you are unable to visit this website, contact the Austin office, and we can send you some handouts.
WORKSHOPS

*Notice – Date Change
The February 14th workshop in Richardson has been moved to the 21st  *
February Workshops
Wednesday, February 1st
FRISCO
Tackling Childhood Obesity
7:00-8:30pm
Sherry’s House

4014 Winding Way
Renee Comley
Registration: 972-398-9398
Directions:  972-712-3836
Saturday, February 4th
SCHULENBURG
It’s Your Business

9:00am

First United Methodist Church

209 N. Upton

Laurie Ramos

Registration: 281-808-1137

Directions:  979-743-3137

Saturday, February 4th
VICTORIA
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Victoria College Library

2602 Ben Jordan

Eileen Dodds

Registration: 361-815-6212

Saturday, February 4th
ARLINGTON (south)
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:00am

Karen Munoz’s House
7600 Amsterdam
Barbara Price
Registration: 817-536-4514
Directions: 817-466-4824

Saturday, February 4th
ROUND ROCK
It’s Your Business

10:00-11:30am

Barbara Campbell’s House
2102 Mimosa Trail
Sandy Wikelius
Registration: 512-263-4002
Directions: 512-388-4532

*limited to 15 people*


Thursday, February 9th
AUSTIN
It’s Your Business

7:00-8:30pm

Will Hampton Library @ Oak Hill

5125 Convict Hill Rd.

Sandy Wikelius

Registration: 512-263-4002

Directions: 512-892-6680

*limited to 17 people*

Saturday, February 11th
SCHERTZ
Topic pending

10:00am-noon

Clyde Ford Community Center

204 Schertz Parkway

Patricia Underdahl

Registration: 210-659-0500

*Please call Pat to get topic and verify time and date – seating is limited to 30*

Saturday, February 11th 
DUNCANVILLE, DESOTO, CEDAR HILL
Building for the Future

9:00-11:00am

Cassandra Harris’s House

7203 Hardwood Trail

Wende Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Directions:  972-572-9038

Saturday, February 11th
FORT WORTH
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:00am

Barbara Price’s House

2033 N. Edgewood Terrace

Barbara Price

Registration: 817-536-4514

Saturday, February 11th
WACO
2006 Calendar Workshop

10:00am-Noon

Lillian Robertson’s Home

1303 Victoria

Becky Loyd

Registration: 254-526-5940

Directions: 254-867-0435

*Bring your 2006 Calendar if you have one*

Saturday, February 18th
GARLAND
Menu Planning 1

10:00-11:00pm

Patricia Dann’s House

1122 Vicksburg

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398

Directions:  972-271-9142

Tuesday, February 21st
RICHARDSON
Tackling Childhood Obesity

7:30-9:00pm

Golden Corral

Plano and Cambell road

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398

Directions:  972-398-9398

Saturday, February 25th
LAREDO
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Laredo Public Library

1120 Calton Rd.

Eileen Dodds

Registration: 361-815-6212

Saturday, February 25th
TYLER
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Debbie Martin’s House

8400 Southland Dr.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Monday, February 27th
SAN ANTONIO
Topic Pending

7:00-9:00pm

Cody Branch Library

11441 Vance Jackson

Pat Underdahl

Registration: 201-659-0500

*Please call Pat to get topic and verify time and date – seating is limited to 30*

March Workshops
Saturday, March 4th
TYLER
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Debbie Martin’s House

8400 Southland Dr.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Saturday, March 4th
FARMERSVILLE
Menu Planning I

11:00am - Noon

Joyce Hawkin’s House

15394 CR 617

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398

Directions: 972-784-6620

Saturday, March 11th
SAN ANTONIO
Nutrition Workshop

10:00am – Noon

McCreless Library

1023 Ada

Patricia Underdahl

Registration: 210-659-0500
April Workshops
Saturday, April 1st
THE COLONY
Making Nutrition Count

9:00-11:00am

Patty Freeman’s House

7012 Galloway

Wende Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237
Directions: 469-287-2107

Saturday, April 1st
WAKE VILLAGE
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Cynthia Hawkin’s House

506 Red Water Rd.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Directions: 903-832-7588

Saturday, April 1st
GEORGETOWN
It’s Your Business

10:00-11:30am

Susan Brunner’s House

215 Rockcrest Dr.

Sandy Wikelius

Registration: 512-263-7062

Directions: 512-869-2408

*limited to 15 people*
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Annual Training is a Mandatory Federal Requirement.  Take action and get training done now!











