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JULY PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT
Both of our providers this month have big hearts!  Shirley Bourne of Dallas has been with Southwest for about 8 years.  Shirley not only stays busy running her home day care, but she also cares for foster children.  She is always in a great mood and has a smile on her face for everyone.
Susan Grissom of Edna has been in the provider spotlight before, but she works so hard, we have to talk about her again.  Susan not only works hard to get her records correct and feed the children great food, she also does fun activities with them.  Susan has sent with her claim copies of plays her home daycare children have performed.  Looks like you guys have lots of fun!

Thanks for giving those kids such great care!

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!
Southwest Human Development Services would like to wish you and your families and very happy and safe July 4th Holiday!
CK KIDS

If you are looking to make your life a lot easier and want to spend less time record-keeping, give your coordinator or the Austin office a call and sign-up for CK-Kids.  Ck-Kids is our on-line program for record-keeping and submitting your claims.  It is free to our providers and offers plenty of additional benefits.  Not only do you not have to mess with the mail anymore, you also get access to accounting programs and have the ability to print receipts.  The program also has fun stuff, like certificates you can print for accomplishments in your home day care.  It is a quick call to get signed up and you can have a demo account to try out the program and see if it is right for you.  In May, 520 providers submitted on-line – why not see what your missing!
 CHILD ID NUMBERS
We are currently making changes in our computer software, which will make claiming easier for you.  Right now – we need your help.

We need all providers to give all newly enrolled children a number between 1-32.  When possible, no new child should be enrolled with a number higher than 32.  If you are confused about which number to use, leave the number blank – we will assign them one and then you will see the child on your Child Information Form you receive with your paperwork.

CHILD WITHDRAWAL

To help the conversion to our new software we need everybody to withdraw any children that are no longer participating in the program.  Look at your Child Enrollment Summary letter and cross a line through any child that is no longer attending your home day care.  Mail this form back to us and we will make sure to withdraw them for you.  CK-Kids users can type their children to be withdrawn in claim notes when you submit your claim.
POSTAGE

We want to remind everybody that postage has increased and two stamps may no longer be enough to get your claim to us.  The average claim is taking three stamps now.  Last month we saw many providers get their claim returned to them and they had to re-mail it, which almost made them not get it here in time.
If you do not feel like spending the extra money, call us and we can get you ready to try our on-line program.  Every month you will submit on-line and not only save yourself money but also the stress of worrying if your claim made it to our office.

MYSTERY PROVIDER

Each month one of our day care providers wins a fun children’s book.  One of our provider’s program ID number’s is hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If you find it is your complete seven-digit ID number hidden in the text of the newsletter, call the office or e-mail megan@swhuman.org to claim your prize.  Read the entire newsletter to find the winning number!!
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INCOME STANDARDS FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY

The new income standards are here.  Check to see if with the new rates you might qualify to receive Tier 1 reimbursements (the higher rate).  If you are already Tier 1 by school or census, you may qualify to claim your own residential children.  Call us and we will mail you a form 1531-R.

To make it easy: Look at Line 22 on your 1040 tax return form.  If it is less than the number under the Annual column and beside the number in your household you may qualify for tier 1.  Call to request a 1531-P which you can also find on our website (www.swhuman.org) under forms.  Just remember to include a copy of your 1040 tax form when you submit to us.

Table below:
YOGURT POPSICLES
To help you cool down on your 4th of July celebration, try these refreshing yogurt popsicles.
· 3 cups plain yogurt

· 2/3 cup strawberry syrup

· ½ cup sliced fresh strawberries

· 6 paper cups

· 6 wooden popsicle sticks

1.  Blend yogurt and syrup.

2.  Lightly mash strawberries with fork or potato masher.

3.  Place paper cups in a muffin tin.  Divide the yogurt equally between the paper cups.
4.  Add an equal amount of the mashed strawberries to each cup.
5.  Freeze until slushy (about 30 minutes)

6.  Insert a wooden stick into each cup for a handle.

7.  Freeze until firm.

8.  Peel off paper cups before eating and once frozen, you can store popsicles in a self-sealing bag.

This recipe will count towards a meat/ meat alternate for your snack.
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LICENSING HOURS
Our newsletter gives you the opportunity to obtain 30 minutes of training for Child Care Licensing.  To receive these hours you must:

1.  Read the newsletter

2.  Answer the questions on the post-test

3.  Date and sign the certificate

4.  Keep a copy to document hours.

You do NOT need to send the certificate to Child Care Licensing or to our office.  Please keep it in your files for Licensing when they visit you. 

057-0090
DIRECT DEPOSIT
If you are interested in receiving your reimbursement checks by direct deposit into your account, please call the office or print the form from our website.  www.swhuman.org
Direct Deposits are usually made into the accounts the Friday following the last Wednesday of the month.  Depending on when the last Wednesday is, the deposit may actually be the beginning of the following month.

You will never have to worry about your checks getting lost in the mail; the money will be there when you need it.
Provider’s Digest
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