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RECORDING MEALS
The meal service record and menu records are your claim for funds from the US Department of Agriculture.  It is important to make sure these meals and meal counts are accurately recorded and updated daily.  If it is discovered that these records were not recorded correctly, a provider may be put on corrective action and declared seriously deficient.  Make sure you record your meals and meal counts correctly and consider using a sign-in sheet to support your daily attendance. 
TAX TIME
The Redleaf National Institute website has great tax information for family child care providers.  A visit to this website is well worth your time, you can find all the information you need to do your taxes.  The website is www.redleafinstitute.org 

If you are unable to visit this website, contact the Austin office, and we can send you some handouts.
NOTICE
The State of Texas Special Nutrition Programs office has sent out a notice that day care homes participating in the food 
program must offer program meals for all children enrolled in their facilities, 
including infants.  A provider cannot state that an infant is not enrolled in CACFP or that they are not claiming infant meals.  As long as an infant is in care during the meal service period, the provider must offer the infant a meal that complies with program requirements.  Parents can provide the infant formula or Breast milk and the provider can be reimbursed for the infant meals.  
SURVEY FOR TIER ELIGIBILITY
Tier II and income eligible providers are getting a survey included with their check.  This is to determine if your school can classify you as a tier I home.  Please fill out the survey and send it back to us no later than March 15th.  This is important as it could allow you to get reimbursed at a higher rate.

TAFCC CONFERENCE
The Texas Association for Family Child Care will hold its Annual Education Conference on April 28, 29 & 30.  The conference will cost $95 plus a $25 dollar membership fee if you are not a member 
of TAFCC.  The conference is available to all licensed and registered homes, and your registration should be postmarked by April 7th.  The conference will provide many hours of education and is located at the Red Lion Hotel at 6121 I-35 @ Hwy 290 East in Austin, Tx.  Please visit the TAFCC website for registration or more information at www.tafcc.org.  You can also call Frances Mitchell at 512-331-4002 or e-mail her at fmitchell45@yahoo.com
TRAINING DEADLINE

If you haven’t already attended 2006 training, you have approximately three months to do so.  If you need training, or would just like to attend another class, please register for one of these workshops.  

New Federal Rules state that providers who do not participate in required training must be found seriously deficient.  USDA expects that providers who refuse, or are unable, to participate in training will eventually be declared seriously deficient and terminated.  This training is usually done when your coordinator signs you up for the program.  Please contact the Austin office if you have any questions about training requirements.  

CACFP WEEK MARCH 12TH - 18TH
March is the month we celebrate National Child and Adult Care Food Program week.  The primary goal of the CACFP is for all Providers to serve nutritious meals to children attending child care homes and centers.  Secondary goals are: 1.) the establishment of positive eating habits at the earliest stages of development.  2.)  Reduction of future health care and education costs due to lack of proper early development.  3.)  Training and support of local child care personnel.  

To celebrate and promote good nutrition, we have included two additional handouts with your March check: 

1.  “Healthy Foods and Physical Activity – The Mix for a Healthy Lifestyle” information and activity booklet.  You can make copies of these and send them home with each child you have in care.  You can also do the activities as a group with the children you have in care. 220-0161
Please make a commitment to improve your menus during March by using more fruits and vegetables and adding new ones to your menus.  Also increase the use of whole grain products and try to make healthy eating fun.
PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to Anita James of College Station for being recognized by her local television station for having an exceptional day care home.  Anita has been providing child care for many years and rarely has a disallowance.  She is very organized and always turns in neat and orderly claims.  The television station did a small piece on her commending her for her professionalism on the job, and encouraging listed day care homes to become licensed or registered.  Way to go Anita!  Keep up the great work!

MYSTERY PROVIDER

Each month one of our day care providers wins a fun children’s book.  A provider’s  program ID number is hidden somewhere in this newsletter, find your complete seven-digit number hidden in the text of the newsletter and call the office or e-mail megan@swhuman.org to claim your prize.  Read the entire newsletter to find the winning number!!
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Our newsletter gives you the opportunity to obtain 30 minutes of training for Child Care Licensing.  To receive these hours you must:

1.  Read the newsletter

2.  Answer the questions on the post-test

3.  Date and sign the certificate

4.  Keep a copy to document hours.

You do NOT need to send the certificate to Child Care Licensing or to our office.  Please keep it in your files for Licensing when they visit you.

You will also need to attend a nutrition workshop for the current fiscal year by May 2006 to fulfill our training requirements.  Please check the list of upcoming workshops and let your Coordinator know which one you plan to attend.

WORKSHOPS
March Workshops
Thursday, March 2nd
TOMBALL

Nutrition & It’s Your Business Workshop

7:00 – 9:00pm

Tomball College and Community Library

30555 Tomball Parkway

Laurie Ramos

Registration: 936-372-3534

Directions: 832-559-4200

Saturday, March 4th
TYLER
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Debbie Martin’s House

8400 Southland Dr.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Saturday, March 4th
MESQUITE
Tickle Your Appetite

10:00am - noon

Darlene Sullivan’s Home

2411 Decoy

Wende Pittmon
Registration: 972-243-3237
Directions: 972-222-9725

Saturday, March 4th
FARMERSVILLE
Menu Planning I

11:00am - Noon

Joyce Hawkin’s House

15394 CR 617

Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398

Directions: 972-784-6620

Saturday, March 11th
SAN ANTONIO
Nutrition Workshop

10:00am – Noon

McCreless Library

1023 Ada

Patricia Underdahl

Registration: 210-659-0500

Saturday, March 11th
LUBBOCK
Care Connection

9:30 – 11:30am

Groves Library

5520 19th Street

Jean Castleberry

Registration: 806-795-9004

Thursday, March 23rd
BRENHAM
Care Connection

7:00 – 9:00pm

Christ Lutheran Church

1104 Carlee
Laurie Ramos

Registration: 936-372-3534

Directions: 979-830-8284 (Pam Knebel)
Saturday, March 25th
KILLEEN
Nutrition Workshop

10:30am – 12:30pm

Killeen Community Center

2201 E. Veterans Memorial Blvd.

Becky Loyd

Registration: 254-526-5940

April Workshops
Saturday, April 1st
THE COLONY
Making Nutrition Count

9:00-11:00am

Patty Freeman’s House

7012 Galloway

Wende Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Directions: 469-287-2107

Saturday, April 1st
WAKE VILLAGE
Nutrition Workshop

9:30-11:30am

Cynthia Hawkin’s House

506 Red Water Rd.

Debbie Martin

Registration: 903-561-4341

Directions: 903-832-7588

Saturday, April 1st
GEORGETOWN
It’s Your Business

10:00-11:30am

Susan Brunner’s House

215 Rockcrest Dr.

Sandy Wikelius

Registration: 512-263-7062

Directions: 512-869-2408

*limited to 15 people*

Wednesday, April 12th
PLANO
Guidelines for Selecting Creditable Foods
7:30 – 8:30pm
Jyoti Masand’s House

7205 Regency Court
Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398
Monday, April 17th
RICHARDSON
Building For the Future

7:30 – 8:30pm

Chuck’s

2661 Midway
Renee Comley

Registration: 972-398-9398
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