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RE-ENROLLMENT PACKETS

Very soon each provider will be receiving a re-enrollment packet in the mail.  A federal regulation states each year providers must re-enroll all children.  Failure to do this may result in non-payment of the kids that were not re-enrolled.
When you receive this packet, carefully review the child’s information and correct any mistakes or missing information.  If you have a child that is no longer on the program, write “withdrawn” on the form.  Have the parents sign each form and mail them to us with your October claim.

Please do not postmark later than Nov. 3rd.  It is important this is done accurately and on time, so please call the office or your coordinator if you have any questions.
NEW PHONE NUMBER
Susan Perry, our Program Coordinator in the Houston area has a new phone number: 713-283-9204
OCTOBER PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT

This month we want to thank two providers who spend a lot of time making sure they keep accurate records.  Roberta aka. Bobbie Landess of Brownfield runs a happy and well organized home day care.  Roberta has been with Southwest for nearly 10 years and has only received a few disallowances in all that time.  Keep up the great work, Roberta!
Christine Dougherty of Denver City is another one of those hard working providers.  She has been on the program for about six years.  Her paperwork is always in order and she rarely gets a disallowance.  We hope you have many more years of success!
2006 PROVIDER CALENDARS

Enclosed with this newsletter is an order form for the 2006 Provider  Record Keeping System Calendars.  The calendars are free of charge and feature great tools like monthly expense charts, payment logs, recipes and activities.  Please complete the enclosed order form and mail to the Austin office by December 1, 2005.  If you have any questions call us at the Austin office for help.
MYSTERY PROVIDER

Each month one of our day care providers wins a fun children’s book.  One of our provider’s program ID number’s is hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If you find it is your complete seven-digit ID number hidden in the text of the newsletter, call the office or e-mail megan@swhuman.org to claim your prize.  Read the entire newsletter to find the winning number!!
HEALTHY HALLOWEEN TREATS

Instead of candy this Halloween, here are some low-fat or low calorie treats to pass out to kids:

· Sugar-free gum
· Peanuts (for children over 2)
· Instant hot cocoa mix packets
· Raisins
· Juice boxes
· Cheese sticks
You don’t always have to pass out food either.  Here are some other great ideas:

· Baseball cards, or other popular cards
· Crayons, colored chalk
· Erasers
· Whistles
· Stickers
· Balloons
· Rubber bugs or small animals
NEW ENROLLMENT FORMS
( If you are sending in the new enrollment forms that have a carbon copy attached – please keep the copy for your records!
Old enrollment forms will no longer be accepted.  Your old enrollment forms will be sent back to you with a new form to enroll the child.  Old enrollment forms do not have a place in the bottom right hand corner for you to bubble in the meals you serve to the children.
SAFETY TIPS FOR HALLOWEEN
(  Choose masks, wigs, and hoods that do not obstruct vision.  Face makeup instead of a mask is a good alternative.
(  Trick-or-treat while it is still light outside; carry a flashlight after dark
(  Wear light-colored costumes or ones with reflective areas that can be seen in the dark.
(  Walk on the sidewalks, never in the street.  If there are no sidewalks, walk on the side of the road.
(  Stay on well-lit streets; cross roads only at corners and never between parked cars or the middle of the street.
(  Purchase flame-retardant costumes that are not too baggy or too long, which can cause one to fall.
(  Do not trick-or-treat alone.  An adult or responsible teenager should accompany young children.
(  Inspect treats before children are allowed to eat them.
(  Know where your children will be trick-or-treating and the route they will take.
(  Stay in your own neighborhood, and visit only the houses of people that you know.  If you go where you do not know anyone in the area, never enter a stranger’s home.
LICENSING ISSUES
A few of our providers have chosen to move from registered family homes to licensed homes.  If a provider becomes licensed and changes the ownership to a Limited Liability Corporation (LLC), we are not able to sponsor them.

The food program is not able to sponsor corporations, only individuals.  Make sure your license is registered in your name and not your corporation.  When applying with the state, you need to be sure it is licensed in your name and not a corporation.  The food program also is not able to sponsor centers or listed homes.
halloween cereal balls
These are a fun and easy treats that will count toward a grain/bread serving.

¼ cup butter or margarine

1 package (10 oz) marshmallows

2 tablespoons orange-flavored gelatin

6 cups crisp rice cereal

½ cup candy corn

1.  Combine margarine and marshmallows in 2-quart glass bowl.  
2.  Microwave on high, uncovered for One ½ - Three minutes or until marshmallows are puffed.  
3.  Add orange gelatin, mix until well combined.  
4.  Stir in cereal until all is coated. 
5.  Mix in candy corn.
6.  Cool enough to handle.  With buttered hands, form mixture into 24 balls.  
7.  Place on waxed paper until cool.  Wrap tightly in plastic wrap for storage.

( Mixture can be pressed into a greased 13 x 9 inch baking pan and cut into squares for serving

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Our newsletter gives you the opportunity to obtain 30 minutes of training for Child Care Licensing.  To receive these hours you must: 043-0174

1.  Read the newsletter

2.  Answer the questions on the post-test

3.  Date and sign the certificate

4.  Keep a copy to document hours.

You do NOT need to send the certificate to Child Care Licensing or to our office.  Please keep it in your files for Licensing when they visit you.

You will also need to attend a nutrition workshop for the current fiscal year by May 2007 to fulfill our training requirements.  Please check the list of upcoming workshops and let your Coordinator know which one you plan to attend.
( Any training attended starting October 1 will count toward the 2007 Fiscal Year 
WORKSHOPS

OCTOBER WORKSHOPS
Saturday, October 14th 
FARMERS BRANCH

Nutrition Workshop

10:00am – 12:00pm

Farmers Branch Library

13613 Webb Chapel

Wendé Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Friday, October 20th 
LUBBOCK
Nutrition & Business Workshop

6:30pm – 8:30pm

Godeke Library

6601 Quaker
Jean Castleberry
Registration: 806-795-9004
Saturday, October 21st 
FORT WORTH
To Be Announced
10:00am – 11:30am

Gloria Kwarteng’s House
1517 Mims Street
Barbara Price
Registration: 817-536-4514
Directions: 817-457-2989
* Come see Gloria’s new daycare room! *
Saturday, October 28th 
CROWLEY
To Be Announced
10:00am – 11:30am

Gloria Nolan’s House
9501 Salorn Drive
Barbara Price
Registration: 817-536-4514

Directions: 814-297-0924

* South Fort Worth, Crowley, Joshua, Cleburne and Everman Providers-This one is for YOU! *

NOVEMBER WORKSHOPS
Thursday, November 2nd 
FARMERS BRANCH
To Be Announced
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Wendé Pittmon’s House
3007 Harlee Dr.
Wendé Pittmon

Registration: 972-243-3237

Saturday, November 4th 
FORT WORTH
To Be Announced
10:00am – 11:30am

LaCheryl Culton’s House
4116 Freshfield
Barbara Price
Registration: 972-243-3237
Directions: 817-536-4514

* Southeast Fort Worth, Forest Hill, Rolling Hills, Everman-This one is for YOU! *
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